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AUGUST 1 MARKS THE START OF NATIONAL MINORITY 
DONOR AWARENESS WEEK – [DESCRIPTION OF EVENTS] IN [CITY NAME]
The Need for More Minority Organ, Eye, and Tissue Donors Continues to Grow

Washington, D.C. (DATE) – Today in America, nearly 115,000 people are on the national waiting list for a life-saving organ transplant. More than half of them are minorities. 

Originally established as National Minority Donor Awareness Day on August 1, 1996, National Minority Donor Awareness Week calls attention to the urgent need for registered organ, eye, and tissue donors from minority populations. Observed during the first week of August, National Minority Donor Awareness Week is a special time dedicated to coordinating minority-focused outreach activities, bringing donation messages to minority communities, honoring donors, encouraging donor registration, and promoting healthful living and disease prevention to decrease the need for transplantation. 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Service Administration (HRSA), and health advocates across the country are observing this occasion. Observance in (INSERT CITY/STATE) will include (INSERT EVENTS). 

“Our goal is to encourage organ, eye, and tissue donation through education,” said Dr. Clive O. Callender, founder of National Minority Donor Awareness Week. Dr. Callender is also the founder of the National Minority Organ Tissue Transplant Education Program (MOTTEP), and Professor of Surgery at Howard University Hospital. “We also teach communities the importance of creating healthy lifestyles by eating better, exercising daily, getting blood pressure checks and urine screens to help reduce the need for organ transplantation.”

Increasing the number of registered donors is especially critical for minorities, who make up more than 50 percent of all those on the national transplant waiting list. Donor organs are matched for transplant according to several factors, including blood and tissue type, which can vary by ethnicity. And while people of every race frequently match each other, those on the waiting list are more likely to receive transplants if more people from all backgrounds donate. 

“When we started this effort in 1996, we were told that minorities don’t donate organs—we’ve proven that wrong,” explains Dr. Callender. “Instead, we’ve learned that by overcoming common misconceptions and creating awareness about organ donation, communities come together and help take care of each other.”

Some of the facts people need to know about organ, eye, and tissue donation include:

· Most major religions in the U.S. support organ donation and view it as an act of kindness.

· Doctors will do everything they can to save a person’s life and the transplant team will be involved only when all efforts to save the individual’s life are exhausted.

· Factors such as blood and tissue type, severity of illness, time on waiting list, distance from donor, and body size are considered when matching donor organs to recipients.  

· Ethnicity, wealth, and fame are never part of the matching process.

· As of May 2012, there were more than 33,500 African Americans, more than 20,000 Hispanic Americans, and more than 7,900 Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders on the national waiting list for organs in the United States. 

· In 2011, 4,308 individuals from these ethnic communities donated their organs. However, many more donors from all backgrounds are critically needed.

To learn more about organ donation and to register to become an organ, eye, and tissue donor, visit www.organdonor.gov.

About HRSA: The Division of Transplantation (DoT) is within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration's Healthcare Systems Bureau. DoT is the primary Federal entity responsible for oversight of the organ and blood stem cell transplant systems in the U.S. and for initiatives to increase the number of organ donors in this country. For more information, visit www.organdonor.gov.
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