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Life Story: Khalieghya Dandie-Evans

Organ, Eye and Tissue Donation Can Save and
Enhance the Lives of African Americans
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As an infant, Khalieghya Dandie-Evans was diagnosed with biliary atresia, meaning she had a blockage in the tubes that carried bile from her liver to her gallbladder. Doctors performed the Kasai Procedure to connect the bile ducts together; however, the surgery was unsuccessful. It soon became clear that baby Khalieghya needed a liver transplant to survive.
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Khalieghya was put on the national transplant waiting list for a liver, but her mother worried that she might get bumped by a case considered more severe. Khalieghya was five months old when her family received word that they had found a liver match. Khalieghya’s mother was amazed that another family was able to see through their own grief and make a decision to donate their child’s organs.
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Today, Khalieghya is just like other kids. She plays, runs, sings, dances, spins, jumps, hugs, kisses, loves people, goes outdoors, and takes only one small dose of anti-rejection medication twice a day. Khalieghya’s story represents the impact one donor can make. 

As of May 2012, more than 33,500 African Americans were on the waiting list for organs in the United States. Although 1,993 African Americans donated life-saving gifts in 2011, more African American donors are needed. While people of all ages and ethnicities can save and enhance lives through organ, eye, and tissue donation. However, organs are matched to recipients by a variety of factors—such as blood and tissue type—and these factors can vary by race and ethnicity. 

Although most ethnic groups donate in proportion to their percent of the U.S. population, the need for transplants in some groups is disproportionately high. For example, African Americans are four times more likely than Whites to suffer from end-stage renal (kidney) disease, sometimes as the result of high blood pressure, diabetes, and other conditions. This can lead to an increased need for kidney transplants.

A greater diversity of donors will increase access to transplantation for everyone. You can help save and enhance the lives of individuals like Khalieghya through organ, eye, and tissue donation. Please go to organdonor.gov today to learn more and register as a donor in your state.

Organ, Eye, and Tissue Donation Can Save and Enhance the Lives of Asians, and Native Hawaiians, and Other Pacific Islanders

As a world-class martial arts competitor and teacher, May Chen has always relied on her physical skills and mobility. As she neared 60 years old, however, her knees began to swell after workouts. After physical therapy and steroid injections gave the Chinese athlete little lasting relief, her doctor recommended a tissue transplant. 

At first, May was unsure about donated tissue, but ultimately decided it would be her best chance of resuming a normal life. She had the surgery as soon as tissue became available and made a remarkable recovery. 

A year after her surgery, May won two world championship medals in China. When she returned home, she sent her medals to the tissue recovery agency, and requested that they be sent to her tissue donor’s family. May recognizes that without the kindness of her tissue donor’s family, she would have never been able to compete again. May’s story represents the impact one organ, eye, and tissue donor can make. 

As of May 2012, more than 7,900 Asians and Pacific Islanders were on the waiting list for organs in the United States. Although 426 Asians, and Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders donated life-saving gifts in 2011, more Asian donors are needed. While people of all ages and ethnicities can save and enhance lives through organ, eye, and tissue donation. However, organs are matched to recipients by a variety of factors—such as blood and tissue type—and these factors can vary by race and ethnicity. 

Although most ethnic groups donate in proportion to their representation in the U.S. population, the need for transplants in some groups is disproportionately high. For example, Asians are one and a half times more likely than Whites to suffer from end-stage renal (kidney) disease, sometimes the result of high blood pressure and other conditions. Pacific Islanders are five times more likely than Caucasians to be on the organ transplant waiting list.

A greater diversity of donors will increase access to organ transplantation for everyone. You can help save and enhance the lives of individuals like May Chen through organ, eye, and tissue donation. Please go to organdonor.gov today to learn more and register as an organ, eye, and tissue donor in your state.

Organ, Eye and Tissue Donation Can Save
and Enhance the Lives of Hispanic Americans

Car enthusiast and organ recipient George Rivera put his passions into full throttle when he customized a ‘67 Chevy Impala dedicated to his second chance at life. 


In order to promote organ and tissue donation in his community, Rivera spent more than 2 years perfecting the car, named “Second Life,” which is painted blue and green and adorned with the Donate Life logo. The number 213 is painted on the back of the car, representing that George was the 213th patient to receive a heart transplant at University Medical Center in Tucson. 

George contracted rheumatic fever as a child, damaging his heart. After graduating from high school, he was placed on the national transplant waiting list. Less than a year later, on December 2, 1989, he received his new heart. 

Ten years later, he was diagnosed with renal failure and spent 3 years on dialysis before receiving a kidney transplant on March 29, 2003.George’s story represents the impact organ donors make. 


As of May 2012, there were more than 20,600 Hispanics/Latinos on the waiting list for organs in the United States. Although 1,889 Hispanics/Latinos donated life-saving gifts in 2010, more donors of Hispanic/Latino descent are needed. While people of all ages and ethnicities can save and enhance lives through organ, eye, and tissue donation. However, organs are matched to recipients by a variety of factors—such as blood and tissue type—and these factors can vary by race and ethnicity. 

Although most ethnic groups donate in proportion to their representation in the U.S. population, the need for transplants in some groups is disproportionately high. For example, Hispanics/Latinos are one and a half times more likely than non-Hispanics/Latinos to suffer from end-stage renal (kidney) disease, sometimes as the result of high blood pressure, diabetes, and other conditions.

A greater diversity of donors will increase access to organ transplantation for everyone. You can help save and enhance the lives of individuals like George Rivera (right) through organ, eye, and tissue donation. Please go to organdonor.gov today to learn more and register as a donor in your state.

Khalieghya Dandie-Evans





“What an amazing gift that mother would give to me and my   family. I will be forever grateful.” —Khalieghya Dandie-Evans’ mother





May Chen





“My knee is almost 100 percent where it was before;                      it does not limit me in competitions.” —May Chen





George Rivera





"The reason why I’m [promoting organ and tissue donation] is because I was able to get a second life. This is my way to give back because I am living. From here it will catch on."


	— George Rivera
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