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Asians, Native Hawaiians, and Other Pacific Islanders Press Release

Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Other Pacific    Islanders Can Give the Gift of Life Through Organ Donation

Dr. Daw Khin Myint’s family remembers her as a woman with great talent, courage, dignity, compassion and generosity. After receiving her doctorate degree in medicine, the Burmese-born American set up a medical clinic in a relatively underserved community in California. She then made a career of giving services and resources to the poor. At a mission nearby, she was the only female physician for people to turn to for their medical needs.
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Her compassion for others continued well beyond her death. On the eve of her 59th birthday, 

Dr. Myint’s daughters received word that their mother was critically ill. She’d had multiple brain aneurysm ruptures; the bleeding had done such extensive damage that she was no longer responsive to any tests.

“Everything came crashing down,” remember Dr. Myint’s daughters. “Then an advocate from OneLegacy talked to us about organ, eye, and tissue donation. The idea of having a chance to save someone else’s life appealed to us—even though we didn’t want to take Mom off life support.”


By choosing to donate her organs to those in need, Dr. Myint’s family helped fulfill a critical need in the United States: more organ donors of Asian and Pacific Islander descent.   As of May 2012, there were more than 7,900 Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders on the waiting list for organs in the United States.  Although 426 Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders donated life-saving gifts in 2011, more Asian donors are needed.

People of all ages, races and ethnicities can save and enhance lives through organ, eye, and tissue donation. Organs, however, are matched to recipients by a variety of factors—such as blood and tissue type—and these factors can vary by race and ethnicity.  

Although most racial and ethnic groups donate in proportion to their percent of the U.S. population, the need for transplant in some groups is disproportionately high. Asians, Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and African Americans are more likely than Caucasians to suffer from end-stage renal (kidney) disease, often as the result of high blood pressure, diabetes, and other conditions that can damage the kidneys. 

Today, Dr. Myint’s daughters have continued to find comfort through their mother’s generous gift of life. “It was very painful to let her go,” they recall. “But someone got a chance to live because of Mom. As a physician, she cared for so many people. This last gift she made is an everlasting testament to her character.”
On [DATE], [YOUR ORGANIZATION] in [INSERT CITY/STATE] will host an outreach activity to encourage donor registration and promote healthy living and disease prevention to decrease the need for transplantation.  Activities will include [INSERT EVENTS]. 

A greater diversity of donors may potentially increase access to organ transplantation for everyone. Like Dr. Myint, you can help save the lives of those in need through organ donation.  To learn more or register as a donor in your state, visit www.organdonor.gov.
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