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African American Press Release

African Americans Can Give the Gift of Life
Through Organ, Eye, and Tissue Donation

Tragically, on the day after his 38th birthday, Johnny H. Brown was shot as he walked up the driveway of a friend’s home. A Code Enforcement and Mobile Assistance Officer for the city of Inglewood, CA, Johnny was always helping others. He was also caring for three young boys at the time of his death. 
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Staying true to Johnny’s benevolent spirit, his mother donated his corneas and tissues. Through this act of generosity, she helped fulfill a critical need in the United States: more organ donors of African American descent.

As of May 2012, there were more than 33,500 African Americans on the waiting list for organs in the United States.  Although 1,993 African Americans donated life-saving gifts in 2011, more African American donors are needed.

People of all ages, races and ethnicities can save and enhance lives through organ, eye, and tissue donation. Organs, however, are matched to recipients by a variety of factors—such as blood and tissue type—and these factors can vary by race and ethnicity.  

Although most racial and ethnic groups donate in proportion to their percent of the U.S. population, the need for transplant in some groups is disproportionately high. African Americans, Asians, Pacific Islanders, and Hispanics are more likely than Caucasians to suffer from end-stage renal (kidney) disease, often as the result of high blood pressure, diabetes, and other conditions that can damage the kidneys. 

Today, Johnny’s family has continued to find comfort through organ, eye, and tissue donation.  By giving the gift of life, they know that Johnny has touched many people’s lives long after his was taken.  

On [DATE], [YOUR ORGANIZATION] in [INSERT CITY/STATE] will host an outreach activity to encourage donor registration and promote healthy living and disease prevention to decrease the need for transplantation.  Activities will include [INSERT EVENTS]. 

A greater diversity of donors may potentially increase access to organ transplantation for everyone. Like Johnny, you can help save the lives of those in need through organ, eye, and tissue donation.  To learn more or register as a donor in your state, visit www.organdonor.gov.
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