Multicultural Outreach Toolkit for Organ, Eye, and Tissue Donation

Frequently Asked Questions on Organ, Eye, and Tissue Donation


Don’t let misinformation and rumors keep 
you from saving lives. Learn the facts.

Q: Will doctors still try to save my life if they know I want to be a donor?
A: Absolutely. The medical staff trying to save lives is completely separate from the transplant team. Every effort is made to save your life before donation is considered. Donation takes place only after the patient’s death. 

Q: Can people recover from brain death?
A: No. Brain death occurs when an individual’s brain has permanently stopped working. People can recover from comas, but not brain death. Coma and brain death are not the same. Brain death is death.

Q: Are organs matched by race or ethnicity?
A: No. Race and ethnicity are not considered in the matching system. However, compatible blood type is critical.  Because certain blood types are more common in ethnic minority populations, increasing the number of minority donors can increase the frequency of minority transplants.  All those waiting for an organ transplant will have a better chance of receiving one if there are more donors from their racial/ethnic background.

Q: Does social or celebrity status affect someone’s position on the waiting list?

A: No. The rich and famous are never given preferential treatment. Organs are distributed based on factors such as medical urgency, blood and tissue type, body size, geographic location, and waiting time.  

Q: Do families incur expenses when a family member is a donor? 

A: No. Neither the donor’s family nor the estate incurs charges for organ, eye, or tissue donation.

Q: How old is too old to donate organs, eyes, and tissues?
A: People of all ages may be organ, eye, and tissue donors. The condition of the organ, eye, or tissue, not age, is important. Go to organdonor.gov to sign up in your state today to be an organ eye, and tissue donor. The transplant team will determine at the time of your death whether your organs, eyes, and tissues can be transplanted.

Q: Is an open-casket funeral possible after donation? 

A: Yes. An open-casket funeral is possible after donation. Throughout the entire donation process, the body is treated with care, respect, and dignity. Organs, corneas, and tissues are removed in procedures similar to surgery. Incisions are made below the neck, then closed, and are not visible on a clothed individual.

Q:  Are organs bought and sold in the United States?

A:  No. Federal law prohibits buying and selling organs in the United States. Violations are punishable by prison sentences and fines.

Q:  What is the position of different religions on organ donation?
A: Most major religions in the United States support organ, eye, and tissue donation and consider donation as the final act of love and generosity toward others. You can find a detailed list of religious perspectives at www.organdonor.gov.
For more detailed information about organ, eye, and tissue donation, visit www.organdonor.gov.
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